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WHAT WE DO 



DESIGN GRANTS 



SCHOOLYARDS 



2011/2012 Industrial Sites  2005/2006 Affordable Housing 

2007/2008 Commercial Corridors 

2009/2010 Food Access  

2013/2014 Soak It Up! 









Encourage innovative design 
 

Improve access 
 

Promote dialogue and collaboration 
 

Build awareness 
 

Provide prototypical design solutions 

INITIATIVE OBJECTIVES 



EXHIBITION | How We Play 
August – Sept 2015 

ART OF ACTIVE PLAY 
August – October 2015 

DESIGN COMPETITION 
September – March 2016 

DESIGN CHARRETTE 
October 2015 

PLAY TALKS  
Various dates 
 

 

 

PLAY SPACE COMPONENTS 



HOW WE PLAY | EXHIBITION 



PLAY TALKS | SPEAKERS +  
TRAINING SESSIONS 
Science of Play | Susan G. Solomon   
January 6, 2015 
 
The Land Screening | Erin Davis 
& Morgan Leichter-Saxby  
August 12, 2015 
 
Playwork Approaches | Morgan 
Leichter‐Saxby & Peg Szczurek  
August 12, 2015 

Healthy Play Panel | Design Philadelphia 
October 9th, 2015 
 
Child's Play - Public Presentation |  
October 30, 2015 
 
Art of PlayA | Anna Beresin  
November 4th, 2015 
 
Play Power | Kathy Hirsh-Pasek  
December 9th, 2015 





ART OF ACTIVE PLAY | TACTICAL URBANISM 





CHILD’S PLAY | DESIGN CHARRETTE 

Back Yard 

Side Yard 



CHILD’S PLAY | DESIGN CHARRETTE 



DESIGN COMPETITION 



LEARNING LANDSCAPES 
Free Library of Philadelphia 
Blanche A. Nixon/Cobbs Creek Branch 
Cobbs Creek | 5800 Cobbs Creek Parkway 

RECLAIMING RECREATION 
 
Philadelphia Parks and Recreation 
Waterloo Recreation Center 
Norris Square | 2501 Waterloo Street 

REVIVING RECESS 
Philadelphia School District 
Haverford Bright Futures 
Mill Creek | 4601 Haverford Avenue 

DESIGN COMPETITION | SITES 



Revitalize under-used space 
 

Challenge traditional playground concepts 
 

Support development and learning 
 

Promote investment in play spaces 
 

Recognize innovation and creativity 

INITIATIVE OBJECTIVES 



SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 
Registration Opens 

 
NOVEMBER 30, 2015 

Registration Closes 
 

JANUARY 22, 2016 
Submissions Due 

 
FEBRUARY, 2016 

Expert Jury Review 
 

FEBRUARY, 2016 
Finalists Notification 

 
MARCH, 2016 

Finals Event + Design Awards 

 #PlaySpacePHL 

Playground design 
Urban design 
Environmental design 
Sustainable designer 
Stormwater/water resources 
Cost estimators 
Implementers 
 

Child development 
Playworker/play expert 
Recreation therapist 
Nature play/environmental educator 
Public policy 
Public health 
Urban advocate 
Childcare family members/users 

TEAM COMPOSITION  
Multidisciplinary Integrated Team 
 

Required: Licensed Professional 
Landscape Architect, Architect, or Civil Engineer 
 

Strongly Recommended: Early Childhood Educator 
 

Additional Team Members Suggested: 



FIRST PRIZE  
(3 prizes, 1 per site) 
• Cash Award of $10,000  
• Profile in Grid Magazine, 

Summer 2016  
• Opportunities for team 

presentations at 
conferences & forums 

• Opportunities for boards to 
be displayed at traveling 
exhibitions 

FINALISTS PRIZES  
(Up to 9, 3 per site) 
• Presentation at Infill 

Philadelphia: Play Space 
Design Awards, March, 
2016 

• Three tickets to Infill 
Philadelphia: Play Space 
Design Awards, March, 
2016 

• Press coverage by Grid 
magazine Summer 2016 

• Opportunities for boards to 
be displayed at traveling 
exhibitions 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION  
Laurel  L. Byrne, Ed.D., LaSalle 
University 
Peg  Szczurek, DVAEYC 
 
PLAY  
Ken Finch, Consultant/Expert 
in Nature Play 
Debbie Green, Parent Infant 
Center 
 
GREEN STORMWATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Chris Crockett, Philadelphia 
Water 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
Amanda Wagner, MCP, MGA, 
Get Healthy Philly/Philadelphia 
Department of Public Health 
  
 

SITE/COMMUNITY 
Joe Benford, Free Library of 
Philadelphia  
Darren Cottman, Free Library 
of Philadelphia 
Edwin Desamour, MIMIC 
Denise Ellis, Philadelphia 
School District  
Kathleen Muller, 
Philadelphia Parks & 
Recreation 
Tom Schweiker, Philadelphia 
School District 
 
DESIGN 
Betsy Caesar, Med CPSI, 
Playcare, Inc. 
Nette Compton, RLA, ASLA, 
Trust for Public Land 
Mark A. Focht, FASLA, PLA, 
Philadelphia Parks & 
Recreation                
 

EXPERT JURY  



#PlaySpacePHL 

www.cdesignc.org/Infill/PlaySpace 
For information & competition registration: 

Alexa Bosse 
Program Associate 

Infill Philadelphia: Play Space 
alexa@cdesignc.org 
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